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DOTHAN — Alan Everett Goetsch
Jr., charged with impersonating an
Army captain at Fort Rucker, said
Thursday the C1A sent him to the post
to. research two projects aimeq at
airlifting any remaining American
prisoners of war out of southern Laos.
. Also Thursday, assistant U.S. At-
torney Charles: Truncale confirmed
that Goetsch had @ commendation
from the CIA for services he per-
formed in 1982 among the papers &u-
thorities obtained after his arrest.

And in a related development, Lt.

Roy Smith, spokesman for the Ala- |

. bama Bureau of Investigation, said
that Goestch. worked pre-
viously as & drug informant for the
agency...oo. .l L

| "iIn an interview from the Houston
. County Jail Thursday, Goetsch, who is
! being held without bond, said he had
| been working on ‘Project Elephant,”

‘| which involved & para-rescue concept '

' to extract POWs and MIAs from south-
‘ern'Laos.: R
i Goetsch, of
' arrested by the FBI April 10 at Fort
Rucker after post officials began to

“Project Eiepbant,” which. involved
medical relief .assistance in Central

| America and extraction of American

Goetsch " said.. Fort . Rucker. was

| chosen .as" the site to conduct the

. undercover - research- . because - the
gro;ects were considered air opera-
tions, “‘and what better place to do the

| research than at the head of the Army
| aviation program.” = .

. Goetsch claims the research of the
countries involved ‘was necessary be-

tional warfare.”. "~ .

Concerning the CIA comrixendatit;x;;'

Red Bluff, Calif., was
., suspect he was impersonating an Army
: Goetschsaidhewasdirectedbythe ]
CIA to resesrch “Project Maya” and |

cause the areas invoive.:‘unconven--

| said. ~ .

| commendation was for. - .

19 May 1984

Truncale confirmed Thursday that the

file, including the certificate allegedly
awarded by ‘‘someone purported to be
in the CIA" for services rendered
between April 15, 1982 and Dec. 15,
1082, i .

«] gent the CIA’s legal counsel in
Washington a letter advising them of
Goetsch's claims, and I'm expecting to
hear from them shortly,” Truncale

He said he didn’t know what the

Goetsch said he never knew spécifi-

: cally what the commendation was for

because *“the CIA issues comendations
* for just about anything — for work or’
experience with the agency,” be said.
“To my knowledge, they don't give
| specific reason or name to the com-
| mendation. They never pame a project
on it.” - ) : .
| FBI special agents Dan Stankoski of
i Dothan and Will Ramsey of ‘Mobile

. |would neither confirm nor deny

‘ Wednesday that they had seized sucha.
., document from Goetsch. - Lo

| Kathy -Pherson, spokeswoman for

‘the CIA, said Thursday ] don’t know
-what this piece -of paper is. Our legal
| counsel has been contacted by the U.S!
i’Attorney’s office in Alabama and has
| asked us to look into the whole situ-
| ation.” o e ST

does have ways of awarding commen-
dations “if somebody is doing work
undercover, but generally they don’t
take the certificates with them. They
_remain in their 201 files.” - ~

i She said she could not comment
further on the case because she had not
seen the document.

Goetsch said Thursday he feels he'is’

| being used by the CIA, and that now the
| organization “has come close to ruin-

- 'ing my family,” by failing to back his

‘ claim that he worked for the agency.
i «]¢'s easier-to stick someone like me
— to have me crucified,” he said.
_Goetsch said Thursday that he was
jan. enlisted man in the Army from
;‘1969-70,‘-and that his interest in para-
| medical - services aré what led to his
| association with the CIA. "~

FBI had obtained several documents .
from Goetsch's 201 military personne! |
' sociated with the CIA. He said they had

Ms. Pherson did say that the CIA’

Accused Army Imposto
Claims He Works for CIA

Goetsch contends that over the past
five years a number of people ap-

proached him claiming they were 8s-

official-looking jdentification and
promised millions of dollars worth of

_ financial support for his para-medical

operations.

“] had o reason to believe other-
wise,” he said. *“This started five years
ago. My civil business goals met the

needs of the guise or cover they were ;

looking for.” .
Goetsch said he was originally in-
terested in setting up a medical as-
sistance and emergency medical ser-
vices in Guatemala and Latin Ameri-

ca. _
Goetsch became an informant for

" the ABI following a brush with the law
“in Montana, according to Lt. Roy’
Smith, the AB] spokesman. Smith said

ABI Agent Johnny Griffith signed a
$1,000 surety bond in May 1984 for
.Goetsch after he was_ arrested on &

. federal charge of lying on a bank Joan

iapplication in vMontana.
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